
 

                                                                              UPDATE 1  /  10th MARCH 2020 

“The situation will be kept under constant review; members are advised to check the TG web site regularly”. 

 

TG and Covid-19 

Not surprisingly we have received several queries in the last few days about keeping safe in the 

face of the Coronavirus. 

As many members fall into the older “at risk” group this is something we need to take seriously 

but I would urge everyone not to be alarmist. The proportion of those testing positive remains 

very low, and the death rate is even lower. Government has instructed us to wash hands 

frequently and thoroughly, or use hand sanitiser, and avoid touching our faces. Currently that is 

the fundamental action we need to take. Those who travel on public transport, touch shared 

devices or spend time in crowded places, will inevitably face a higher chance of picking up the 

virus than those who travel by private car, cycle or walk and those who wipe down equipment 

before touching it, or adhere closely to the handwash rule. 

Should we carry on holding our Guild meetings?  

This is entirely at the discretion of Guilds. If there is a high incidence of the virus in your area 

you may feel safer not to do so. However, I would like to think our members are made of 

sterner stuff. If you are meeting in a well-used space take common sense precautions. Make 

sure there is soap in the kitchen and toilets and consider taking paper towels for hand drying. 

You might consider having a box of tissues to hand for opening doors or encourage members to 

follow the Queen and wear gloves. Ask members to exclude themselves if they have a 

temperature or dry cough. Encourage car sharing to reduce the exposure to public transport.  

 

What if we don’t get many members attending our Guild’s AGM? 

The quorum for an AGM will be one - third of the members who have paid up their 

subscriptions. If you do not get enough numbers to form a quorum the appropriate action is to 

adjourn the meeting to a later specified date. If you take this step it doesn’t matter if the AGM 

does not happen by April 30th. 

 

What about Guild committee meetings? 

The quorum is usually half of the committee for binding decisions to be made. The sort of 

decisions that should be made at a quorate meeting are those involving large amounts of 

expenditure, changes to roles and discussions of closure. You might consider canvassing 

opinions of those who cannot be present by telephone or email. If your Guild must take an 

important urgent decision, make it subject to ratification by the next quorate meeting. 

 

What about the National AGM – will that go ahead as planned? 

Yes. We fully intend for that to take place as planned, but we suggest that those attending consider 

taking out travel insurance now if they have not already done so, in case they need to cancel. 

 

Finally…… 

Please remember how important TG is to those who are lonely. If you cancel meetings be 

compassionate and ensure that members who may feel isolated, receive regular telephone or 

other contact. This is something that all members can do, not just members of the committee. 

 
 


