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7 August 2018 
 
Dear Mrs Collins 
 
Thank you for your letter of 18 June to the Rt Hon Carwyn Jones AM, the First Minister of 
Wales, on making marriage under the age of 18 illegal, and on asbestos in schools. I have 
been asked to reply.  
 
As marriage law is non-devolved, responsibility for this first matter rests with the UK 
Government and you may wish to raise this directly with them. The Townswomen’s Guild’s 
campaign to remove the right to marry at 16 with parental consent, from current legislation 
is for the UK Government to consider. 
 
I note your concerns about young people being forced into unwanted marriages by their 
parents. The Welsh Government considers forced marriage to be an indefensible practice 
and a serious breach against human rights.  We have incorporated plans to tackle it in our 
National Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence Delivery 
Framework which will be published in the next few weeks. Refusal to accept a forced 
marriage can lead to honour-based violence and we are absolutely committed to eradicating 
both of these practices in Wales.  
 

We believe that the key to tackling forced marriage lies in raising awareness within those 
communities where it is prevalent, and using the current civil and legal tools at our disposal. 
There is much good work being carried out in Wales by both the statutory and voluntary 
sector and I am confident that by continuing to work together we can deal with this issue 
without the need to amend existing marriage legislation.  
 
The issue of asbestos in schools is one which the Welsh Government is taking a number of 
steps to address. All schools in Wales are required to have asbestos management plans 
which should be accessible to all upon request. As part of the annual collection of data on 
school condition and suitability, Welsh Government reminds local authorities of their duties 
with respect to careful management of asbestos in their schools.  In addition, we request 
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information about the presence of asbestos in their schools and for confirmation that 
asbestos management plans are in place if necessary.  Where asbestos management plans 
are not in place we will ask for reasons why and what plans there are to address this. 
 
Welsh Government is keen to ensure that our schools are safe for children and teachers, in 
relation to other environmental hazards as well as asbestos.  We are investing heavily in our 
school estate through the 21st Century Schools and Education Programme.  Local 
authorities can also continue to use funds from the Welsh Government’s Revenue Support 
Grant to keep their schools buildings maintained and in a good state of repair.  
 
Yours sincerely  
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